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Wer eine Studie macht, trifft viele methodische Entscheidungen. 
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Systematic survey of 105 methods guidance 
articles published in 12 influential journals in 2020

• 12% reporting guidance / 88% other guidance

• 38 different expressions for guidance

• 38% had MeSH terms, 17% author keywords expressing guidance

• 42% Structured abstract

• 42% Development process reported



Databases for methods guidance
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Key features of LIGHTS

• Open access

• Regular updates

• All methods guidance in one place

• Systematic indexing based on controlled vocabulary 

• Methods-specific search filters



Taxonomy and Thesaurus for Health Research 
Methodology (THEREMY) 

Subgroup analysis
o Subgroup effect
o Differential effect
o Interaction 
o Moderation
o Predictive factor
o Heterogeneity of treatment effects
o …

Applicability
o Generalizability
o External validity
o Transferability
o Context suitability
o Transportability
o Transposability
o Directness
o Indirectness
o …



• Machine learning supported search for methods guidance
• Registry for methods guidance under development
• Quality criteria for methods guidance
• Guidance for developers of methods guidance
• Hosting of living methods guidance on www.lights.science

Next steps
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