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German Documentar ies  
at  F i lm Fest iva ls

Spr ing  & Summer  2025



German Documentar ies  i s  the  in ternat iona l  labe l  for  the
promot ion  of  german non-f ic t ion  f i lm  product ions  abroad.
 
As  an  in i t ia t ive  of  the  AG DOK  –  the  German
Documentary  Assoc iat ion  and German F i lms  Service +
Market ing GmbH ,  German Documentar ies  presents
german documentary  product ions  at  in ternat iona l
fes t iva l s  and markets  and organ izes  co-product ion
meet ings  and de legat ions .

In th is  newsletter ,  we would  l ike  to  present  a
se lect ion  of  the except ional  product ions  that  were
screened at  internat iona l  f i lm fest iva ls  th is  spr ing and
summer.



Fest iva ls  
The fest iva l  c i rcu i t  in  spr ing  and summer  2025 brought  together  a  large  number
of  German product ions  and co-product ions ,  many of  wh ich  won awards .

R ight  on  t ime  wi th  the  f i r s t  rays  of  sunsh ine ,  the  Thessa lon ik i  Internat iona l
Documentary Fest iva l  (March  6- 16 )  opened,  featur ing  ten  predominant ly
German product ions  – inc lud ing  THE MOELLN LETTERS by  Mart ina  Pr iessner ,
wh ich  had a l ready won the  Panorama Aud ience  Award Documentary  and the
Amnesty  F i lm  Pr i ze  at  the  Ber l ina le  ear l ie r  th i s  year .

Wi th  27  (co- )product ions ,  CPH:DOX  i n  Copenhagen (March  19-30)  was  the
frontrunner  among documentary  f i lm  fes t iva l s  in  the  spr ing  and summer  of  2025
– 14  of  wh ich  were  major i ty  German.
ABODE OF DAWN by Kr i s t ina  Shtubert  ce lebrated i t s  in ternat iona l  premiere
here:  "Set  in  a  nor thern  forest ,  the  f i lm  fo l lows  a  commun i ty  that  emerged as  a
rep lacement  for  a  los t  past  that  perhaps  never  ex i s ted .  For  i t s  immense  respect
and long-term commi tment ,  nuanced approach to  ex i s tent ia l  quest ions ,  and
ab i l i ty  to  embrace  an  env i ronment  w i th  so  many contrad ic t ions , "  the  f i lm,  whose
d i rector  had observed th i s  Chr i s t ian  commun i ty  for  over  10  years ,  was  awarded
the  Next :Wave Award .  
Source  of  s tatement  here

ABODE OF DAWN was  a l so  among the  n ine  predominant ly  German documentar ies
screened at  Vis ions  du Réel  i n  Nyon (March  4–13) .  THE FAMILY APPROACH by
Dan ie l  Abma won the  Percept ion  Change Award on  Lake  Geneva:  "F ive  ch i ldren
s i t  around a  d in ing  tab le .  Ins tead of  ‘mum’  and ‘dad ’ ,  they  say  ‘Mrs .  Wagner ’
and ‘Mr .  Gerecke ’ .  In  th i s  ephemera l  semblance  of  a  fami ly ,  between parenta l
love  and the  bureaucracy  of  youth  we l fare  serv ices ,  soc ia l  workers  do
everyth ing  they  can  to  create  a  home for  ch i ldren .  A  f i lm  about  the  superpower
that  i s  ra i s ing  a  ch i ld ,  and fami ly  in  a l l  i t s  forms, "  wr i tes  the  fes t iva l  about  the
f i lm .  
Source  of  synpos i s  here

CIRCUSBOY by Ju l ia  Lemke and Anna Koch a l so  conveys  a  very  spec ia l  fami ly
l i fe .  E leven-year-o ld  Sant iago  and h i s  fami ly  move around wi th  the i r  home – a
c i rcus .  The  f i lm  ce lebrated i t s  wor ld  premiere  in  the  Generat ion  Kp lus  sect ion  of
the  Ber l ina le  and was  one  of  four  ma jor i ty  German (co- )product ions  at  the  Hot
Docs  Fest iva l  i n  Toronto  (Apr i l  24 -  May 4) .  

In  add i t ion  to  CIRCUSBOY,  another  German product ion  was  screened at  the
Internat iona l  F i lm Fest iva l  for  Youth and Chi ldren  Z l ín  (May 29  -  June  4) ,
wh ich  can  be  c lass i f ied  as  par t  of  the  increas ing ly  important  subgenre  of
documentary  f i lms  for  ch i ldren  and young peop le :  GIRLS DON'T  CRY by  S igr id
Klausmann .  

https://cphdox.dk/cphdox-2025-announces-award-winners/
https://www.visionsdureel.ch/de/film/2025/the-family-approach/


The Krakow F i lm Fest iva l  (May 26  -  June  1 )  showed twe lve  major i ty  German
documentar ies ,  inc lud ing  FISSION by João  Pedro  Prado and Anton  Yaremchuk,  wh ich
had prev ious ly  been  screened at  CPH:DOX,  and ETERNAL YOU by Mor i tz  R iesewieck  and
Hans  B lock ,  wh ich  had i t s  wor ld  premiere  at  the  Sundance F i lm  Fest iva l  ear l ie r  th i s  year .  

At  the  Sheff ie ld  Doc Fest  ( June  18-23) ,  SHARDS OF LIGHT by  Mi la  Tesha ieva and
Marcus  Lenz  was  prominent ly  featured in  the  Internat iona l  Compet i t ion .

Prominent ly  p laced at  an  A- l i s t  fes t iva l ,  as  the  open ing  f i lm  of  the  Concorso
Internaz iona le  at  the  Locarno F i lm Fest iva l  (August  6- 16 ) ,  Kamal  A l jafar i ' s  WITH
HASAN IN GAZA ce lebrated i t s  wor ld  premiere .  " I t  i s  an  ode  to  the  peop le  l iv ing  in
Gaza,  a  ref lect ion  on  t ime  and t ime  pass ing .  I t  g ives  us  ins ight  in to  a  wor ld  f rom 24
years  ago,  w i th  ch i ldren  in  Gaza  want ing  to  be  seen,  heard,  and remembered,  w i th  adu l t s
pa infu l ly  aware  of  the  dangers  of  be ing  f i lmed .  C inema i s  about  the  importance  of  not
look ing  away,  of  document ing,  of  acknowledg ing ex i s tences  that  are  and were .  WITH
HASAN IN GAZA g ives  ev idence  of  a  t ruth  that  i s  and was  ( . . . ) "  Wi th  th i s  s tatement ,  the
jury  of  the  Europa C inemas  Labe l  recommended th i s  year ' s  award-winn ing  f i lm  for
European c inema d i s t r ibut ion  as  Best  European F i lm .  
Source  of  s tatement  here

WITH HASAN IN GAZA cont inued i t s  fes t iva l  tour  at  the  Toronto Internat iona l  F i lm
Fest iva l  (September  4- 14)  and the  DMZ Internat iona l  Documentary F i lm Fest iva l  South
Korea (September  1 1 - 17 ) .  At  the  la t ter ,  the  f i lm,  wh ich  i s  based on  three  Min i  DV tapes
from 2001 ,  was  awarded the  Front ier  Compet i t ion  Grand Pr i ze .

The  Venice F i lm Fest iva l  (August  27  -  September  6 )  was  the  grand f ina le  for  la te
summer ,  programming Micha l  Kosakowsk i ' s  HOLOFICTION,  composed of  arch ive  mater ia l ,
in  the  Ven ice  C lass ics  sect ion :  "Th i s  exper imenta l  f i lm  exp lores  the  v i sua l  representat ion
of  the  Ho locaust  through a  montage of  thousands  of  excerpts  f rom f ic t iona l  f i lms  and
te lev i s ion  ser ies  produced between 1938  and the  present . “  
In  th i s  way,  the  fes t iva l  cont inues  in  i t s  cata log,  ” the  aud ience  ( i s )  i nv i ted  to  ref lect  on
the  eth ics  and respons ib i l i ty  of  c inemat ic  s toryte l l i ng ,  urg ing  a  deeper  unders tand ing  of
how these  representat ions  shape co l lect ive  memory  and h i s tor ica l  percept ion . "  
Source  of  synops i s  here

Summer  i s  over  – but  ant ic ipat ion  for  the  fa l l  fes t iva l  season  dominates :  For  example ,  we
can look  forward to  the  Docl i sboa Internat iona l  F i lm Fest iva l  (October  16-26) ,  wh ich
wi l l  open  wi th  WITH HASAN IN GAZA.  

A lso  coming up  are  the  J i .h lava Internat iona l  Documentary F i lm Fest iva l  (October  24 -
November  2 ) ,  the  Internat iona l  Documentary F i lm Fest iva l  Amsterdam  ( IDFA,
November  13-23) ,  and DOC NYC  (November  12-30) .  

 The  Tal l inn  B lack Nights  F i lm Fest iva l  (November  7-23)  w i l l  a l so  be  exc i t ing  aga in  th i s
year :  the  new documentary  f i lm  compet i t ion  Doc@PÖFF i s  enter ing  i t s  second round.

https://www.europa-cinemas.org/en/news/network-highlights/with-hasan-in-gaza-europa-cinemas-label
https://www.labiennale.org/en/cinema/2025/venice-classics/holofiction


Read on 
to  d iscover  
the f i lms  in
the order
in  which
they
appear  in
the
art ic le . . .  



Germany 2025 96 min
Original

Language:
German, Turkish

Subtitles: 
English, German

THE MOELLN LETTERS 
by Mart ina  Pr iessner

Synops is
Th i r ty  years  af ter  the  rac i s t  a t tacks  in  Mö l ln ,  surv ivor  İbrah im Ars lan
d iscovers  hundreds  of  forgot ten  le t ters  of  so l idar i ty .  The  f i lm  fo l lows  h im
and h i s  fami ly  in  the i r  s t rugg le  to  fos ter  a  new,  v ic t im-centred  cu l ture  of
remembrance .

World  Sa les :
NEW DOCS

Dasse ls t r .  75-77 ,  50674 Kö ln
Phone:  +49 221  168 19743

sa les@newdocs .de

ht tp ://www.newdocs .de

mailto:sales@newdocs.de


Synops is
Where  do  you  go  when the  wor ld  fee l s  overwhe lm ing and jus t  p la in  wrong?
Can you  escape and s tar t  anew? The  documentary  "Abode of  Dawn"  focuses
on  a  group of  peop le  t ry ing  to  bu i ld  a  utop ian  soc ie ty  in  the  S iber ian  Ta iga .
S ince  the  1990s ,  they  have been fo l lowing a  man who sees  h imse l f  as  Chr i s t
reborn:  V issar ion .  You  can  f ind  h i s  por t ra i t  in  every  house  in  the  Abode of
Dawn and yet  he  seems  to  be  more  of  a  means  for  channe l l i ng  the  long ings
of  many of  the  res idents .  The i r  l ives  rotate  around V issar ion  l i ke  p lanets
around the  sun,  though they  hard ly  ever  meet  h im .  The  f i lm  does  not  ask :  Is
V issar ion  t ru ly  the  Son  of  God?  Instead,  i t  poses  the  quest ion :  Are  the
peop le  here  happ ier  than  they  were  before?
 

Product ion  Company:
Deutsche  F i lm-  und Fernsehakademie  Ber l in  GmbH in  Ko-

Produkt ion  m i t  Kr i s t ina  Shtubert  und dem Rundfunk  Ber l in-
Brandenburg

ht tps ://www.dffb .de/en/f i lms/sonnenstadt/

ABODE OF DAWN
by Kr i s t ina  Shtubert

Germany 2024 105 min

Original
Language:

Russian, German
and English 

Subtitles:
German and

English

https://www.dffb.de/en/films/sonnenstadt/


THE FAMILY APPROACH 
by Dan ie l  Abma

Synops is
F ive  ch i ldren  s i t  around a  d in ing  tab le .  Ins tead of  “mum”  and “dad” ,  they  say
“Mrs .  Wagner”  and “Mr .  Gerecke” .  In  th i s  ephemera l  semblance  of  a  fami ly ,
between parenta l  love  and the  bureaucracy  of  youth  we l fare  serv ices ,  soc ia l
workers  do  everyth ing  they  can  to  create  a  home for  ch i ldren .  A  f i lm  about
the  superpower  that  i s  ra i s ing  a  ch i ld ,  and fami ly  in  a l l  i t s  forms .  

World  Sa les :
 Java F i lms

Lead ing  G loba l  Documentary  D is t r ibutor
Par i s  /  London /  Barce lona

Phone:  +33  (0 )  1  84  76  40 60
contact@javaf i lms . tv  

ht tps :// javaf i lms . f r/f i lm/the-fami ly-approach/

Germany 2024 91 min
Original

Language:
German  

Subtitles:
English

https://javafilms.fr/film/the-family-approach/


Synops is
E leven-year-o ld  Sant ino  i s  a  ch i ld  of  the  c i rcus .  He  loves  to  spend t ime  wi th
h i s  e ighty-year-o ld  great-grandfather ,  one  of  Europe ‘s  las t  great  c i rcus
d i rectors ,  who has  become h i s  best  f r iend .  Together ,  they  share
heartwarming s tor ies :  ta les  of  a  f r iendsh ip  w i th  an  e lephant ,  of  farewel l s ,
new beg inn ings ,  and l i fe  on  the  road .
CIRCUSBOY chron ic les  the  l ives  of  these  modern  nomads,  captur ing  a
young boy ‘s  exper ience  growing up  among an  extended fami ly  and an ima ls—
a l i fe  w i thout  a  safety  net ,  as  f ree  as  a  b i rd .  Th i s  documentary  road mov ie
for  ch i ldren  and fami l ies  por t rays  c i rcus  l i fe  in  a l l  i t s  rea l i ty  and mag ic .
 

World  Sa les :
PLUTO FILM

Sch l iemannstrasse  5 ,  10437  Ber l in
Phone:  +49 30  2 19 18220

info@plutof i lm .de

ht tps ://www.p lutof i lm .de/f i lms/c i rcusboy/0094

Germany 2025 86 min
Original

Language:
German 

Subtitles:
 English

CIRCUSBOY
by Ju l ia  Lemke & Anna Koch

https://www.plutofilm.de/films/circusboy/0094


Germany 2025 91 min
Original

Language:
German  

Subtitles:
English

GIRLS DON´T CRY 
by S igr id  K lausmann & L ina  Luzyte

Synops is
What  does  i t  mean to  be  a  g i r l  i n  the  wor ld  today?  How do  they  fare  in  a
rest r ic t ive  wor ld?  The  documentary  GIRLS DON’T  CRY i s  about  the  long ing  of
s ix  g i r l s  f rom s ix  countr ies ,  long ing  for  a  se l f -determined l i fe  in  f reedom,  the i r
des i re  to  fa l l  i n  love,  w i thout  paterna l i sm,  w i thout  o thers  hav ing  power  over
the i r  bod ies ,  w i th  equa l  r ights .We see  Nancy,  Shee lan,  Se lenna,  N ina,  Pa ige
and S ina i  dea l  w i th  the  cr i s i s  of  puberty ,  the i r  se l f -conf ident  dec i s ions  in
d i f f icu l t  s i tuat ions ,  the i r  courageous  f ight  aga ins t  bruta l  t rad i t ions  such  as
c i rcumc is ion ,  aga ins t  soc ia l  const ra in ts  and pressure ,  aga ins t  beauty  man ia
and pre jud ice .  Be ing  young and coo l ,  even  in  the  face  of  t rauma and loss .

Distr ibut ion:
farbf i lm  ver le ih  GmbH

Boxhagener  St r .  106
10245 Ber l in

Phone:  +49 30 -  29  77  29  44
info@farbf i lm-ver le ih .de

ht tp ://www.farbf i lm-ver le ih .de/

http://www.farbfilm-verleih.de/


Further  Informat ion:  

ht tps ://k inoprado .com/spa l tung

Germany 2025 75 min
Original

Language:
German , Polish

Subtitles:
 English

Synops is
A warm f i lm  about  a  hot  top ic .  I s  nuc lear  power  the  future ,  or . . . ?  The  loca ls
of  two sma l l  European towns  throw themse lves  in to  the  d i scuss ion  in  a  f i lm
wi th  humor  and heart ,  even  though the  s takes  are  h igh .  The  c l imate  cr i s i s ,
Germany ’s  nuc lear  phase-out  and Russ ia ’ s  war  aga ins t  Ukra ine  are  jus t
three  of  the  heavy p ieces  in  the  dramat ic  game about  the  future  of  energy .
A game wi th  g loba l  and unpred ic tab le  consequences  far  beyond where  the
e lectr ic i ty  w i l l  be  coming f rom.
 

FISSION
by  João  Pedro  Prado & Anton  Yaremchuk

https://kinoprado.com/spaltung


Germany, 
USA

2024 87 min
Original

Language:
English & Korean

Subtitles:
English

Synops is
ETERNAL YOU accompan ies  peop le  f rom around the  g lobe  who use  ar t i f i c ia l
in te l l igence  (AI )  to  “connect  w i th  the  dead” .  Joshua chats  day  and n ight  w i th
the  d ig i ta l  c lone  of  h i s  deceased f i r s t  love  and le ts  her  take  part  in  h i s
everyday l i fe .  Chr i s t i  jus t  wants  conf i rmat ion  that  her  la te  best  f r iend i s
do ing  we l l  i n  heaven,  but  has  a  harrowing exper ience  wi th  h i s  AI  l i keness .
Jang J i -Sung meets  the  VR c lone  of  her  deceased 7-yr-o ld  daughter .  The
inventors  of  the  serv ices  deny any  respons ib i l i ty  for  the  profound
psycho log ica l  consequences  of  those  exper iences .  Numerous  compet i tors  hope
for  a  lucrat ive  market ,  as  re l ig ious  and co l lect ive  forms  of  mourn ing  are
los ing  re levance .  Is  th i s  the  beg inn ing  of  the  end of  f in i tude?

ETERNAL YOU 
by Mor i tz  R iesewieck  & Hans  B lock

Product ion  Company:
Beetz  Brothers  f i lm  product ion  GmbH

Heinr ich-Ro l ler -Straße  15
10405 Ber l in

Phone:  +49 (0 )  30  695 669 10

ht tps ://www.beetz-brothers .com/produkt ionen/eterna l -you/

https://www.beetz-brothers.com/produktionen/eternal-you/


Product ion  Company:  
wi ldf i lms

Lenz  &  Waldmann GbR
Dorotheenstrasse  8
D-42105  Wupperta l

h t tps ://www.wi ldf i lms .de/

Germany,
 Ukraine

2025 93 min
Original

Language:
Ukrainian, Russian

Subtitles:
 English

Synops is
War has  ravaged the  Ukra in ian  c i ty  of  Bucha,  whose  res idents  have
endured un imag inab le  host i l i ty  and suffer ing .  I f  hope rema ins  a  fa in t
g l immer ,  the  w i l l  to  surv ive  s t i l l  sh ines  through in  th i s  powerfu l  and
unf l inch ing  f i lm .
War  cr imes  haunt  the  res idents  of  Bucha,  years  af ter  Russ ian  occupat ion .
And yet ,  among the  bod ies  and rubb le ,  they  band together  w i th  a
determinat ion  to  carry  on .  Ch i ldren  rehearse  schoo l  p lays ,  w idows rebu i ld
the i r  houses  and coup les  beg in  marr ied  l i fe  even  as  so ld iers  return  to  the
front  –  perhaps  never  to  return .  Noth ing  can  prepare  peop le  for  l i fe  in  a
soc ie ty  shaped by  war  and,  as  t ime  marches  on ,  f i s sures  in  commun i t ies
become increas ing ly  ev ident .  I s  democracy  s t rong enough to  ho ld  a  peop le
together?  Fo l lowing the i r  acc la imed 2022 f i lm  When Spr ing  Came to  Bucha,
Mi la  Tesha ieva and Marcus  Lenz  cont inue  to  t race  the  c i ty ’ s  f ight  for
surv iva l .  A  tapestry  of  s tor ies  and characters  revea l  a  precar ious  ex i s tence
marked by  devastat ion ,  uncerta in ty  and a  long ing  for  peace .
 

SHARDS OF LIGHT
by Mi la  Tesha ieva & Marcus  Lenz

https://www.wildfilms.de/


Germany,
Palestine, 

France, Qatar
2025 106 min

Original
Language:

Arabic

Subtitles:
English

Synops is
Three  Min iDV tapes  of  l i fe  in  Gaza  f rom 2001  were  recent ly  red iscovered .  Th i s
footage now s tands  as  a  tes tament  to  a  p lace  and t ime  that  no  longer  ex i s ts .
What  began as  a  search  for  a  former  pr i son  mate  f rom 1989—a man los t  to
t ime  and war—led to  an  unexpected road t r ip  f rom the  nor th  to  the  south  of
Gaza,  accompan ied  by  Hasan,  a  loca l  gu ide  whose  fate  rema ins  unknown.  As
the  camera  moves  through Gaza ’s  s t reets  and landscapes ,  i t  captures  f leet ing
moments  of  everyday l i fe—fragments  of  a  rea l i ty  now i r revers ib ly  a l tered .
‘Wi th  Hasan in  Gaza ’  t ransforms  th i s  forgot ten  footage in to  a  c inemat ic
ref lect ion  on  memory,  loss ,  and the  passage of  t ime—captur ing  a  Gaza of  the
past ,  and l ives  that  may never  be  found aga in .

WITH HASAN IN GAZA
by Kamal  A l jafar i

Product ion  Company:
Kamal  A l jafar i  Product ions

 Ber l in ,  Germany 
kamala l jafar i .product ions@gmai l . com

https ://kamala l jafar i .product ions/Homepage

http://gmail.com/
https://kamalaljafari.productions/Homepage


World  Sa les :  
 Kosakowsk i  F i lms  -  Andrea Staerke

 Brandenburg ische  Str .  43
 10707  Ber l in ,  Germany
 Phone:  +33  67 1265628

  andrea .s taerke@gmai l . com

https ://www.kosakowsk i f i lms .com/2025-ho lof ic t ion

Germany, 
Austria

2025 102 min
Original Language:

no dialogue

Synops is
Drawing f rom an  extens ive  arch ive  of  over  3 ,000 narrat ive  works
HOLOFICTION cr i t i ca l ly  examines  how Ho locaust  imagery  has  been  cod i f ied
and reproduced in  c inema across  decades .  The  f i lm  exposes  recurr ing  v i sua l
mot i f s  and narrat ive  pat terns  that  have become icon ic  in  the  por t raya l  of
the  Ho locaust .  Insp i red  by  C laude Lanzmann ’s  skept ic i sm toward v i sua l
representat ions  of  h i s tor ica l  t rauma,  the  f i lm  quest ions  the  poss ib i l i ty  and
imp l icat ions  of  dep ic t ing  such  an  at roc i ty  in  f ic t iona l  c inema.  Through i t s
essay is t ic  approach,  HOLOFICTION inv i tes  aud iences  to  ref lect  on  the
eth ics  and respons ib i l i ty  of  c inemat ic  s toryte l l i ng ,  urg ing  a  deeper
unders tand ing  of  how these  representat ions  shape co l lect ive  memory  and
h is tor ica l  percept ion .
 

HOLOFICTION
by Micha l  Kosakowsk i

https://www.kosakowskifilms.com/2025-holofiction


Stay tuned,  we' l l  be
in  touch again  when
the fest iva l  c i rcu i t
2025 i s  over .


