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German Documentar ies  
at  F i lm Fest iva ls

Fa l l  &  Winter  2025
A qu ick  recap before  th i s  year ´ s  fes t iva l  c i rcu i t  s tar ts



German Documentar ies  i s  the  in ternat iona l  labe l  for  the
promot ion  of  german non-f ic t ion  f i lm  product ions  abroad.
 
As  an  in i t ia t ive  of  the  AG DOK  –  the  German
Documentary  Assoc iat ion  and German F i lms  Service +
Market ing GmbH ,  German Documentar ies  presents
german documentary  product ions  at  in ternat iona l
fes t iva l s  and markets  and organ izes  co-product ion
meet ings  and de legat ions .

In th is  newsletter ,  we would  l ike  to  present  a
se lect ion  of  the except ional  product ions  that  were
screened at  internat iona l  f i lm fest iva ls  th is  spr ing and
summer.



Fest iva ls  
The fa l l  and winter  fes t iva l  season  began and ended wi th  WITH HASAN IN GAZA
by Kamal  A l jafar i ,  wh ich  opened Docl i sboa  (October  16–26) ,  wh ich  screened a
tota l  of  e ight  German (co- )product ions .

The  J i .h lava Internat iona l  Documentary F i lm Fest iva l  (October  25–November  3 )
a l so  showcased i t ,  a long wi th  n ine  other  German (co- )product ions .  TASTE OF
SALT by  Raaed A l  Kour  ce lebrated i t s  wor ld  premiere  there  and won the  Award
for  Or ig ina l  Approach “ for  i t s  un ique ly  tender  approach to  mascu l in i ty  and i t s
express ions  in  scenes  of  o therness .  Encounter ing  rea l i t ies  of  m igrat ion  through
means  of  performat ive  re-enactment  and p lay , "  sa id  the  jury  s tatement .
Source

ACTIVE VOCABULARY by Yu l ia  Loksh ina  won the  Go lden  Dove for  feature- length
f i lm  in  the  German Compet i t ion  Documentary  F i lm  at  DOK Leipz ig  (October  26  -
November  1 )  and dea ls  w i th  schoo l  as  a  po l i t i ca l  p lace .  

At  the  Fest iva l  de i  Popol i  in  F lorence  (November  1–9) ,  Ma la  Re inhardt ,  German
F i lms  Face  to  Face  Ambassador ,  sat  on  the  Internat iona l  Feature  F i lm  Jury .  Kamal
A l jafar i ' s  WITH HASAN IN GAZA won the  F i rs t  Pr i ze  Internat iona l  Compet i t ion
wi th  the  fo l lowing mot ivat ion :  “The  jury  awards  the  F i rs t  Pr i ze  to  a  f i lm  that
masterfu l ly  weaves  memory  and the  present  in to  a  tapestry  of  res i l i ence,  where
remembrance i t se l f  becomes  a  po l i t i ca l  force .  Composed of  footage shot  more
than two decades  ago,  i t  s tands  as  a  powerfu l  tes t imony to  human i ty  in  the  face
of  ongo ing  dest ruct ion .  Wi th  a  t ime less  and courageous  gaze,  the  d i rector
confronts  the  v io lence  of  erasure ,  t ransforming the  act  of  w i tness ing  in to  an  act
of  res i s tance . ”
Source

Doc@Just ,  Just  F i lm 's  documentary  program at  the  Tal l inn  B lack Nights  F i lm
Fest iva l  (November  7-23) ,  screened Ingr id  K lausmann's  GIRLS DON'T  CRY,  wh ich
port rays  g i r l s  around the  wor ld  in  the i r  everyday l ives .  They  a l l  have  the  same
des i re :  the  chance to  l ive  a  se l f -determined,  f ree  l i fe .

Isa  Wi l l i nger  a l so  notes  in  her  f i lm  NO MERCY that  “ female”  tends  to  be  equated
wi th  “empathet ic“  and “emot iona l . ”  The  f i lm  f inds  the  great  fema le  d i rectors  of
our  t ime  to  f igure  out  whether  women make “harder  f i lms” .  NO MERCY ce lebrated
i t s  North  Amer ican  premiere  at  DOC NYC  (November  12-30) .  

The  grand f ina le  of  the  fes t iva l  w inter  was  marked by  IDFA  (November  13-23) ,
wh ich  showed 24 German (co- )product ions .  Among them was  aga in  Kamal
A l jafar i ' s  WITH HASAN IN GAZA.  
Marc in  Wierzchowsk i ' s  DAS DEUTSCHE VOLK had i t s  Dutch  premiere  there .  The
f i lm  accompan ies  the  fami l ies  of  the  v ic t ims  of  the  rac i s t  a t tack  in  Hanau in  2020
as  they  f ight  for  answers  f rom the  author i t ies .
The  IDFA Award for  Best  C inematography in  the  Internat iona l  Compet i t ion  went
to  SILENT FLOOD by Dmytro  Sukho lytkyy-Sobchuk .  
Another  predominant ly  German product ion  a l so  took  home an  award:  ARTIFICIAL
SEX (EP .  1  &  2 )  by  Anan Fr ies  was  honored wi th  the  IDFA DocLab Award for
D ig i ta l  S toryte l l i ng .

Th i s  brought  the  2025 fest iva l  year  to  a  c lose  and now we ´ re  look ing  forward for
the  2026 fest iva l  c i rcu i t .  

https://www.ji-hlava.com/tiskove-zpravy/29-mfdf-ji-hlava-ceny-rozdany-v-nedeli-zacina-ji-hlava-online
https://www.german-films.de/activities/face-to-face-with-german-films/
https://www.german-films.de/activities/face-to-face-with-german-films/
https://www.festivaldeipopoli.org/palmares-66th-festival-dei-popoli/?lang=en


Read on 
to  d iscover  
the f i lms  in
the order
in  which
they
appear  in
the
art ic le . . .  



Germany,
Palestine, 

France, Qatar
2025 106 min

Original
Language:

Arabic

Subtitles:
English

Synops is
Three  Min iDV tapes  of  l i fe  in  Gaza  f rom 2001  were  recent ly  red iscovered .  Th i s
footage now s tands  as  a  tes tament  to  a  p lace  and t ime  that  no  longer  ex i s ts .
What  began as  a  search  for  a  former  pr i son  mate  f rom 1989—a man los t  to
t ime  and war—led to  an  unexpected road t r ip  f rom the  nor th  to  the  south  of
Gaza,  accompan ied  by  Hasan,  a  loca l  gu ide  whose  fate  rema ins  unknown.  As
the  camera  moves  through Gaza ’s  s t reets  and landscapes ,  i t  captures  f leet ing
moments  of  everyday l i fe—fragments  of  a  rea l i ty  now i r revers ib ly  a l tered .
‘Wi th  Hasan in  Gaza ’  t ransforms  th i s  forgot ten  footage in to  a  c inemat ic
ref lect ion  on  memory,  loss ,  and the  passage of  t ime—captur ing  a  Gaza of  the
past ,  and l ives  that  may never  be  found aga in .

WITH HASAN IN GAZA
by Kamal  A l jafar i

Product ion  Company:
Kamal  A l jafar i  Product ions

 Ber l in ,  Germany 
kamala l jafar i .product ions@gmai l . com

https ://kamala l jafar i .product ions/Homepage

http://gmail.com/
https://kamalaljafari.productions/Homepage


Synops is
Ammar  and B i la l  both  have exper ience  as  refugees  l iv ing  in  present-day
Germany .  They  meet  thanks  to  an  in terv iew conducted by  an  actress  and
actor ,  who are  us ing  i t  as  insp i rat ion  for  a  p lay  they  are  prepar ing .
However ,  the  documentary  f i lm  Taste  of  Sa l t  fo l lows  the i r  conversat ions ,
the i r  everyday l ives ,  and u l t imate ly  the  theatr ica l  performance that
emerges  f rom these  conversat ions .  The  f i lm  thus  recounts  the  exper ience  of
ex i le  through three  d i f ferent  means .  Ammar  and B i la l  ta lk  about  the i r
d i f f icu l t  exper iences  w i th  m igrat ion  and wi th  the i r  l ives  in  the i r  new home.
At  the  same t ime,  the  camera  fo l lows  them in  d i s tanced shots  that
emphas ize  the i r  uprootedness  in  the  German urban env i ronment  and,
u l t imate ly ,  in  the  ar t i s t ic  theatr ica l  performance .  Thanks  to  th i s ,  the  f i lm
can be  v iewed as  a  tes t imony to  the  current  waves  of  m igrat ion ,  a  record  of
the i r  everyday ex i s tence,  and an  empathet ic  por t raya l  of  the i r  fee l ings
about  l i fe .  
 

Contact :
Raaed Al  Kour  

raaeda lkour@hotma i l . com

Further  Informat ion:
ht tps ://v ik torsch impf .com/taste-of-sa l t/

Germany 2025 88 min

Original
Language:

German and
Arabic

Subtitles:
English

TASTE OF SALT
by Raaed A l  Kour

https://viktorschimpf.com/taste-of-salt/


Germany 2025 82 min
Original Language:

English, German and
Russian  

ACTIVE VOCABULARY 
by Yu l ia  Loksh ina

Synops is
A Russ ian  teacher  cr i t i c i zes  the  Russ ian  invas ion  of  Ukra ine  in  c lass  and i s
denounced by  a  pup i l .  Af ter  f lee ing,  she  re-enacts  the  inc ident  w i th  her  Ber l in
c lass .

Further  Informat ion:

ht tps ://dok-spot ters .de/en/2025/1 1/01/schoo l - i s -a lways-a-po l i t i ca l -p lace/

https://dok-spotters.de/en/2025/11/01/school-is-always-a-political-place/


World  Sa les :
farbf i lm  ver le ih  GmbH

Boxhagener  St r .  106
10245 Ber l in

Phone:  +49 30 -  29  77  29  44
info@farbf i lm-ver le ih .de

ht tp ://www.farbf i lm-ver le ih .de/

Germany 2025 90 min

Original
Language:

German, Spanish,
English, Serbian,
Swahili, Korean

Subtitles:
 English

Synops is
What  does  i t  mean to  be  a  g i r l  i n  the  wor ld  today?  How do  they  fare  in  a
rest r ic t ive  wor ld?  The  documentary  “G i r l s  Don ’ t  Cry”  i s  about  the  long ing  of
s ix  g i r l s  f rom s ix  countr ies ,  long ing  for  a  se l f -determined l i fe  in  f reedom,
the i r  des i re  to  fa l l  i n  love,  w i thout  paterna l i sm,  w i thout  o thers  hav ing
power  over  the i r  bod ies ,  w i th  equa l  r ights .  We see  Nancy,  Shee lan,
Se lenna,  N ina,  Pa ige  and S ina i  dea l  w i th  the  cr i s i s  of  puberty ,  the i r  se l f -
conf ident  dec i s ions  in  d i f f icu l t  s i tuat ions ,  the i r  courageous  f ight  aga ins t
bruta l  t rad i t ions  such  as  c i rcumc is ion ,  aga ins t  soc ia l  const ra in ts  and
pressure ,  aga ins t  beauty  man ia  and pre jud ice .  Be ing  young and coo l ,  even
in  the  face  of  t rauma and loss .
 

GIRLS DON´T CRY
by S igr id  K lausmann

http://www.farbfilm-verleih.de/


Germany, Austria 2025 105 min

Original Language:
English, French,

German, Russian, Farsi,
Dutch 

NO MERCY 
by Isa  Wi l l i nger

Synops is
An energet ic ,  w i ld  journey  through revo lut ionary  f i lmmak ing  by  women—
direct ,  sensua l ,  uncomfortab le ,  and fu l l  o f  power .  
F i lms  show how we l ive .  “No Mercy”  gets  r ight  to  the  heart  of  today's  burn ing
issues :  Where  do  we rea l ly  s tand in  terms  of  power ,  gender ,  and f reedom – in
c inema as  in  l i fe?
 
For  her  rad ica l  assessment ,  f i lmmaker  Isa  Wi l l i nger  br ings  together  some of
the  most  important  fema le  d i rectors  of  our  t ime .

Distr ibut ion:
RFF – Rea l  F ic t ion  F i lmver le ih  e .K .

 Hansar ing  98
 50670 Kö ln

Phone:  +49 221  /  95  22- 1 1 1
in fo@rea l f ic t ionf i lme .de

ht tps ://www.rea l f ic t ionf i lme .de/no-mercy .htm l

https://www.realfictionfilme.de/no-mercy.html


Product ion  Company:
mi lk&water

Neue Teefabr ik
Hohenstaufenst raße  8

60327  Frankfur t  am Main

ht tps ://dasdeutschevo lk .de/

Germany 2025 132 min
Original Language:
German, Turkish,

Romanian and English

Synops is
On 19  February  2020,  a  rac i s t  a t tack  sent  shockwaves  through the  German
c i ty  of  Hanau .  A gunman shot  and k i l l ed  n ine  young peop le  w i th  m igrant
backgrounds  at  mu l t ip le  locat ions .  
In  the  years  fo l lowing the  at tack ,  Wierzchowsk i  documented effor ts  by  the
v ic t ims ’  fami l ies  to  get  answers  f rom the  author i t ies .  Why was  the
emergency ca l l  center  unreachab le?  Why was  the  café ’ s  emergency ex i t
locked?  And why was  someone who had pub l i shed a  far- r ight  man i fes to
a l lowed to  lega l ly  own a  f i rearm?

 

DAS DEUTSCHE VOLK
by  Marc in  Wirzchowks i

https://dasdeutschevolk.de/


Ukraine, Germany 2025 90 min
Original Language:

Ukrainian

Synops is
A c losed re l ig ious  commun i ty  in  Ukra ine  has  chosen  to  l ive  in  a  beaut i fu l
landscape,  where  the  f ront  l i nes  of  both  Wor ld  War  I  and Wor ld  War  I I  once
passed .  I t ’ s  a  sunny v i l lage  f i l l ed  w i th  the  laughter  of  ch i ldren  f rom large
fami l ies .  Yet ,  the  commun i ty ’ s  peacefu l  l i fe  i s  f requent ly  d i s rupted by  f loods
and war  — two po ints  serv ing  as  moments  of  reckon ing  in  the i r  memory .
Nature  and war  are  both  re lent less  forces  that  take  l ives .  The  commun i ty
comes  together  to  overcome the  af termath  of  f loods .  The  f lood  a l ters
commun i ty  l i fe ,  jus t  as  the  country  i s  reshaped by  war .  Together  w i th  the
commun i ty ,  we observe  t ransformat ions ,  where  the  current  war  in ter twines
wi th  the  past  ones ,  but  the  fee l ing  of  home can  never  be  taken  away f rom
anyone .

SILENT FLOOD 
by Dmytro  Sukho lytkyy-Sobchuk

Product ion  Company:
E lemag P ic tures  GmbH

Tanja  Georg ieva-Waldhauer
Laasener  St r .  1

07545 Gera
 

Phone:  +49 036585503593
info@elemagp ictures .com

mailto:info@elemagpictures.com


Contact :  
Anan Fr ies

ananfr ies@posteo .net

ht tps ://ananfr ies .net/

Germany,
Switzerland

2025 18 min
Original Language:

English

Synops is
An exper imenta l  v ideo  essay  in  wh ich  the  ar t i s t  t r ies  to  nav igate  the
depress ing  rea l i ty  of  image-based v io lence  on l ine  wh i le  search ing  for  queer
and creat ive  moments  in  the  current  d ig i sexua l  revo lut ion .  Both  ep isodes
are  based on  exp lorat ive  conversat ions  w i th  AI  g i r l f r iends ;  Ep i sode  1  i s
based on  a  sexy  chat  w i th  a  c l ingy  rep l ica  bot ,  wh i le  Ep isode  2  features  a
cr i t i ca l  conversat ion  w i th  An i ,  E lon  Musk 's  hyperact ive  an ime g i r l i e .  The
interact ive  pro ject  i s  a  post -d ig i ta l ,  post -porn  deep d ive  in to  d ig i ta l
gen i ta l ia ,  d ig i sexua l i ty  and d ig i ta l  i n t imacy .
 

ARTIFICIAL SEX (EP .  1  &  2)
by Anan Fr ies

https://ananfries.net/


Stay tuned,  we' l l  be
in  touch again  when
the fest iva l  c i rcu i t
2026 started.


